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torpedoed engine room port side. Good-bye dear/'
(See Fig. 41.)
If this were genuine, it would prove that the vessel
had been sunk by war risks, and one set of underwriters
would be liable ; otherwise it was contended that the
ship had fallen a victim to ordinary marine risks.
At the Board of Trade inquiry, in 1915, it had been
suggested that a copying-ink pencil would not withstand
the action of sea water for two months.
To determine this point the writer made experiments
in which words were written with four different kinds
of copying-ink pencil upon pieces of oak, which were
then placed in a strong solution of salt and water in a
glass basin, which was shaken at frequent intervals
and exposed for hours at a time to strong sunlight. The
writing on these slips remained quite legible after eight
weeks, although the words written with Hardmuth's
pencil were less smudged than those written with the
Eagle or Atlas pencil. The pigment from Faber's pencil
was most affected by the treatment. There would,
/therefore, seem to be little doubt as to the possibility
of writing done with a copying-ink pencil remaining
relatively unaffected when immersed in sea water for a
long period.
In giving his decision, the judge held that conceivably
the stave was genuine, but he was not convinced on the
point; he decided, however, upon other grounds that
the vessel had been lost by war risks (see Times Law
Reports, 1916, xxxii., p. 581).
The degree of permanence of methyl violet in associa-
tion with graphite and kaolin has not been ascertained,
although it is well known that the dyestuff itself is